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The Last Bridge.
Coyne, Teri (Author)
Aug 2009. 240 p. Ballantine, paperback, $14.00. (9780345507310).

Summoned home after a 10-year absence by a neighbor’s shocking phone call, Cat enters the farmhouse
where she wasn’t so much raised as pummeled into submission. A delicate lavender sheet of paper waits
for her on the kitchen table. Written in precise, cursive script, her mother’s suicide note—"“He 1sn’t who
you think he is”—is diabolically cryptic. Is “he” her father, the abusive drunk who now lays dying in a
nearby hospital, or the young son she gave up at birth? Though Cat has long since crawled into a bottle to
get away from such demons, her mother’s death forces her to relive and confront those nightmarish days
when the solace she craved came in the arms of Addison, a young man who may once again prove to be
her salvation. Thrumming with a desperate, malevolent intensity, Coyne’s debut novel is a psychological

tour de force, a disturbing yet ultimately redemptive tale of the burden of secrets and the tenacity of love.

— Carol Haggas
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